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.without success, to excite them sexually ; while their
Accounts show that similar attempts made a few years
later have been or, if repeated, would undoubtedly have
been successful.

Secondly, the observation of the behaviour of children
gives strong support to this view. It is at about the
age of eight years that the behaviour of children com-
monly begins to exhibit indications of their attraction
towards and a new interest and feeling towards members
of the other sex. Before this age some children display
warm personal affection ; but such displays commonly
involve nothing that implies the operation of the sex
instinct. And one feature of them constitutes indirect
but weighty evidence of the absence of the sex element,
namely, the complete absence of any reserve or bashfulness
in their relations with the objects of their affection, although
in other circumstances bashfulness may be strongly dis-
played. On the other hand, as soon as the sex instinct
begins to be operative (t.e.9 from about the eighth year
onwards) bashfulness is apt to dominate the attitude of the
child in his relations to persons of the other sex (especially,
perhaps, in relations of the boy to girls whose attraction
for him is strong). This change of attitude and expressionl
takes place, then, at about the age to which adult reminis-
cence agrees in attributing the first promptings of the sex
impulse ; and it can, I submit, only be explained by the
assumption that a new and powerful factor normally
comes into operation about this age, a factor which can be
assigned to no other source than the sex instinct, and
which, if we identify it with the sex impulse, affords
adequate explanation of the facts.

The manifestations of the sex instinct are intimately
related with and modified by modes of behaviour which
are popularly attributed to a vaguely conceived function
or faculty termed modesty. But the attribution of them
to " modesty " is by no means an explanation of them.
" Modesty " and " modest" are terms properly used to

1 It is clearly brought out in " A Preliminary Study of the Emotion
of Love between the Sexes/' by Saoford Bell (A mm fan Journal <?/
Psychology, 1902)*
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